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OBJECTIVES

1. Overview of the Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities
2. Key Definitions

3.What is the Social Determinants of Health

4.What is the MHHD strategy?

5.How can you be Engage in Equity?
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MHHD Background and Vision

Statutory Base: The Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities (MHHD) was established in 2004 by
statute, under the Maryland Health General Article, Section § 20-1001 to § 20-1007, to address minority
health disparities in Maryland.

Mission: To address the social determinants of health and eliminate health disparities by leveraging the
Depart mentds resources, providing health equity c:
policy decisions and influencing strategic direction on behalf of the Secretary of Health.

Vision: To achieve health equity where all individuals and communities have the opportunity and access
to achieve and maintain good health.



Key Terms

Health equity means social justice in health i.e. no one is denied the possibility to be healthy
for belonging to a group that has historically been economically/socially disadvantaged.

Health inequities are avoidable inequalities in health between groups of people. These
inequities arise from inequalities within and between societies. Social and economic

conditions and their effects on peoplebs | i
taken to prevent them becoming ill or treat iliness when it occurs. (WHO, 2017)

Health disparities are the differences in health status between people that are related to
social or demographic factors such as race, gender, income or geographic region. (APHA,
2017)




SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH

Social determinants of health are conditions in the environments in which people are born, live, learn,
work, play, worship, and age that affect a wide range of health, functioning, and quality-of-life outcomes
and risks.




SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH

EXAMPLES OF SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH

Economic Opportunity Physical Environment Social Factors

e INCOmMe Built Environment - Participation
- Employment e Recreation = Social support
- Education N 1F.°°d . i Desapsnsuip
.  Transportation = Political influence
= Housing - Organizational
Environmental quality networks
- Housing | . [t - Violence
- Water _ Baavc - Racism
= Air
Safety
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SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HEALTH ‘

Emmett {ill. Willi\e Edwards.
James Chaney. Michael Donald.
Michael Gritfith. Yulsef Hawkins.
James Byrd JF. Trayvon Martin.
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Life Expectancy i 79 years vs. 70 years
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