
National Child and Adolescent Surveys (12-1-11) 

 

 1 

Survey Name and Sponsor Focus area Keywords and Survey 

Population 

America's Children: Key National 

Indicators of Well-Being 

 

Sponsored by Child Stats: Forum on 

Child and Family Statistics 

A compilation of data from 23 national datasets to identify children’s well-being across 

7 domains: Family and Social Environment, Economic Circumstances, Health Care, 

Physical Environment and Safety, Behavior, Education, and Physical and Mental Health. 

Reports are published yearly and available since 1997. 

 

http://www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/index2.asp  

-Education  

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

-Safety 

 

Children ages 0-17 

Annie Casey Foundation’s 

KidsCount’s Data Book 

 

Sponsored by Casey Foundation 

National and state-by-state project to track the status of US children. Data measures 

the educational, social, economic, and physical well-being of children across 10 

indicators: birth weight; infant, child, and teen mortality; teen pregnancy; school 

attendance; parent education; family poverty; and single-parent families. Reports are 

published yearly since 2000. 

 

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-19 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 

System (BRFSS) 

 

Sponsored by  Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

State-based system of health surveys that collects information from adults 18+ on 

health risk behaviors, preventive health practices, and health care access primarily 

related to chronic disease and injury.  BRFSS is conducted monthly with more than 

350,000 adults are interviewed each year. Reports and data available since 1984.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/index.htm  

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Physical Health 

 

Individuals ages 18+ 

California Health Kids Survey 

(CHKS) 

 

Sponsored by WestEd and 

California Department of Education 

State-wide survey of students in grades 5, 7, 9, and 11. Items include alcohol and drugs 

use, safety and violence, physical health, protective factors (home, school, peer and 

community), and personal resilience factors. Local and California state-wide reports are 

available since 2002. 

 

http://chks.wested.org/  

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

-Safety 

 

Students grades 5, 7, 9, 11 

Child  Health USA  

Sponsored by U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services 

 

Annual statistical report highlighting the physical (e.g., low birth weight, STDs, 

hospitalizations) and mental health (e.g., suicide, social skills, bullying), as well as 

health service utilization of youth ages 0-18 and their families. Data is aimed at 

child health practitioners to assist them in planning, developing, and implementing 

effective programs to meet public health challenges related specifically to children. 

Drugs & Alcohol, Home & 

Family, Mental Health, 

Physical Health, Safety; 

Children ages 0-18 
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State and city reports are available online from 1999.  

http://mchb.hrsa.gov/chusa11/  

Comprehensive Community Mental 

Health Services for Children and 

Families 

 

Sponsored by SAMHSA 

Presents national evaluation findings from a federally-funded program that promotes 

systems of care for 45 community-based mental health services for children, youth and 

their families. Reports on data that track characteristics, service use, and outcomes over 

6 year project period. Yearly reports are available from 1997-2005. 

 

http://store.samhsa.gov/product/The-Comprehensive-Community-Mental-Health-

Services-for-Children-and-Their-Families-Program-Evaluation-Findings/SMA10-4536  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children birth to grade 12 

Data for Action  

Sponsored by Data Quality 

Campaign 

 

Annual report of US states' ability to collect and use quality data to improve student 

achievement. Data focus on the 10 Essential Elements of Statewide Longitudinal Data 

Systems: student-level data (e.g., enrollment, program participation, test records), 

graduation and dropout rates, and teacher-level data identifiers.  Data is available on 

the 10 State Actions To Ensure Effective Data Use (e.g., creation of longitudinal data 

systems, progress reports, data sharing). Reports available since 2005. 

http://dataqualitycampaign.org/stateanalysis/about/  

 

Education, Grades K-12 

 

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study 

(ECLS) 

 

Sponsored by  U.S. Department of 

Education and the Institute of 

Education Sciences 

Combination of 3longitudinal studies examining early education programs, family 

relationships, school performance and a wide range of family, school, community, and 

individual variables. Three 3 cohorts: (1) sample of children born in 2001 and followed 

from birth through kindergarten entry, (2) sample of children followed from 

kindergarten 1998-99 through 8
th

 grade, and (3) sample of children from kindergarten 

(2010-11) through 5
th

 grade. Data and reports available since 1998.  

 

http://nces.ed.gov/ecls/  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children birth to grade 8 

High School Longitudinal Study 

(HSLS) 

 

Sponsored by U.S. Department of 

Education and the Institute of 

Education Sciences 

Nationally representative, longitudinal study of more than 21,000 9th graders in 944 

schools who will be followed through their secondary and postsecondary years. The 

study focuses on understanding students' trajectories from the beginning of high school 

into postsecondary education, the workforce, and beyond.  Students' parents and math 

and science teachers are invited to complete surveys, as are the school administrator 

and lead school counselor in each selected school. 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hsls09/  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children is grade 9 
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Indicators of School Crime and 

Safety 

 

Sponsored by National Center for 

Education Statistics (NCES) and the 

Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) 

Annual report on crime occurring in school and on the way to and from school; nature 

of crime in schools and school environments; and responses to violence and crime at 

school. Data are drawn from the National Crime Victimization Survey, Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey, School Survey on Crime and Safety, and the Schools and Staffing 

Survey. Yearly reports are available since 1998.  

 

http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=2231  

-Education 

-Safety 

 

Children ages 12-18 

Mental Health United States  

 

Sponsored by Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Biennial survey on the mental health status of the U.S. population; the providers and 

settings for mental health services; the types of mental health services and rates of 

utilization; and costs and sources of funding for mental health services. Biennial reports 

available since 2002.  

 

http://store.samhsa.gov/product/Mental-Health-United-States-2008/SMA10-4590  

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children (ages 4-18) and Adults 

Monitoring the Future 

 

Sponsored by National Institute on 

Drug Abuse 

Annual survey of 8
th

, 10
th

, and 12
th

 grade students on alcohol and drug use (e.g., 

inhalants, amphetamines, cigarettes). In 2010 over 46,500 students were report current 

30-day, annual, and lifetime use, as well as perceived harmfulness and availability of 

drugs. Yearly reports are available since 1975.  

 

http://monitoringthefuture.org/  

-Drugs & Alcohol 

 

Children grades 8, 10, and 12.  

National College Health 

Assessment 

 

Sponsored by American College 

Health Association (ACHA) 

National survey is used to assist college health service providers, health educators, 

counselors, and administrators to collect data about their students' habits, behaviors, 

and perceptions on the most prevalent health topics: alcohol, tobacco, and other drug 

use, mental health, and injury prevention, personal safety, and violence. Biannual 

reports available since 2008. 

http://www.acha-ncha.org/reports_ACHA-NCHAII.html   

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Education 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

-Safety 

 

College Students ages 18+ 

National Comorbidity Survey 

(Adolescent Supplement) NCS-A 

 

Sponsored by US Dept. of Health 

and Human Services, and National 

Institutes of Health 

Nationally representative sample of 10,000 adolescents 13-17 years old examining 

DSM-IV lifetime and current prevalence, age-of-onset, course, and comorbidity. Risk 

and protective family, community, and school factors, and correlates of mental health 

disorders are included. 

 

http://www.hcp.med.harvard.edu/ncs/  

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 13-17 

National Education Longitudinal 

Study  

 

Sponsored by U.S. Department of 

Nationally representative sample of 8th-graders surveyed in 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 

and 2000. On data includes student reports on school, work, and home experiences; 

educational resources and support; the role in education of their parents and peers; 

neighborhood characteristics; educational and occupational aspirations; and other 

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 
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Education and the Institute of 

Education Sciences 

student perceptions; alcohol and drug use; and extracurricular activities. Reports and 

data available since 1988. 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/nels88/  

 

Cohort of children in grade 8 

National Health Interview Survey 

(NHIS) 

 

Sponsored by  National Center for 

Health Statistics and Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) 

Annual collection of data on a broad range of health topics (e.g., asthma, allergies, 

learning disabilities, prescription medication use, school days missed due to illness or 

injury,  health care access) are collected through personal household interviews. Data 

and yearly reports available since 1963.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm  

-Education 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-17 

National School-Based Health Care 

Census 

 

Sponsored by National Assembly on 

School-Based Health Care 

(NASBHC) 

Data from 1,226 school-based health centers addressing demographics of school and 

students, and the types of prevention, education, mental health services provided. Data 

are collected every 3 years. Brief reports available since 1998. 

 

http://www.nasbhc.org/site/c.ckLQKbOVLkK6E/b.7742439/k.E8FF/SBHC_Data.htm  

-Education 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Students Kindergarten to High 

School 

National Survey of Child and 

Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW) 

 

Sponsored by US Dept of Health 

and Human Services, 

Administration of Children and 

Families 

National cohort study of children who are at risk of abuse or neglect or are in the child 

welfare system. Specifically examines child and family well-being outcomes as they 

relate to family characteristics, community environment, and other factors. Data 

includes 2 cohorts of children (baseline 2001 and 2008) with follow-up data collected at 

12 months, 18 months, and 36 months, and 60 to 72 months. Data and reports available 

since 2001. 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/abuse_neglect/nscaw/  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-18 

National Survey of Children with 

Special Health Care Needs (NS-

CSHCN) 

 

Sponsored by Data Resource Center 

for Child and Adolescent Health 

(DRC) 

National and statewide data from non-institutionalized children (ages 0-17) classified as 

having one+ special health care needs. Information on their physical, emotional and 

behavioral health, access to quality health care, care coordination of services, access to 

a medical home, transition services for youth, and the impact of chronic condition(s) on 

the child’s family.  

 

http://cshcndata.org/Content/Default.aspx  

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-17 

National Survey of Children's 

Health 

 

Sponsored by Data Resource Center 

for Child and Adolescent Health 

(DRC) 

National and state-wide data on children’s (ages 0-17) physical and mental health 

status, access to quality health care, child’s family, neighborhood and social context.  

Most recent data available comes from 2007 (sample size 91,642). 

 

http://nschdata.org/Content/Default.aspx  

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-17 
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National Survey of Early Childhood 

Health 

 

Sponsored by  American Academy 

of Pediatrics 

Provides national baseline data on pediatric care (and its impact) from the parent’s 

perspective.  Parents of over 2,000 children under 3 years of age were surveyed on the 

delivery of pediatric care to families. Data and reports available from February-July 

2000 survey. 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/slaits/nsech.htm  

-Home & Family 

-Physical Health 

 

Children ages 0-3 

National Survey on Drug Use and 

Health 

 

Sponsored by Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) and U.S. 

Dept. of Health and Human 

Services (DHHS) 

National and state-level data on the use of tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs (including non-

medical use of prescription drugs) and mental health in the United States. Most recent 

report from 2010 with national representative sample of 68,487 completed interviews 

were obtained from individuals 12 years and older across the country. Data and reports 

since 2003.  

 

http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/nsduh.htm  

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Mental Health 

 

Individuals 12 and older 

Parent and Family Involvement in 

Education Survey (PFI) 

 

Sponsored by National Center for 

Education Statistics (NCES) 

Information collected in combination with the National Household Education Survey 

(NHE), interviews roughly 12,500 parents about students in K-12
th

 grade and focuses on 

parental and family involvement in their education. Questions were asked about parent 

and family involvement in the students' schools, and about educational activities 

students engaged in with their parents and families outside of school. Data and reports 

available since 1991. 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/nhes/index.asp  

-Education 

-Home & Family 

 

Parent s of K-12 grade students 

Rankings of the State’s Estimates 

of School Statistics 

 

Sponsored by  National Education 

Association (NEA) 

National dataset that provide facts about the extent to which local, state, and national 

governments commit resources to public education. Data include information on state 

populations, school enrollment, teacher demographics, student-teacher ratio, teacher 

salaries, state and government finances. Reports available since 2004. 

 

http://www.nea.org/home/46614.htm  

-Education 

 

Data from grades K-12 

School Health Policies and 

Programs Study (SHPPS) 

 

Sponsored by Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) and 

Dept. of Health and Human 

Services  

National survey periodically conducted to assess school health policies and practices at 

the state, district, school, and classroom levels. SHPPS was most recently conducted in 

2006. Data and reports available since 1994. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/shpps/index.htm  

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Education 

-Mental Health 

-Physical Health 

-Safety 

 

Data from grades K-12 

Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance 

System (YRBSS) 

National survey of students in grades 9-12 in 2009 school year. Tracks health-risk 

behaviors among youth, such as perceptions of safety, aggressive attitudes and 

-Drugs & Alcohol 

-Mental Health 
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Sponsored by Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 

behaviors, alcohol and drug use, and mental health symptomatology. Data and reports 

available since 1991. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm  

-Safety 

 

Students grades 9-12 
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Large Databanks related to Children’s Health and Education 

 

Website Name Description 

Common Core of Data 

 

Sponsored by  U.S. Department of 

Education and the Institute of 

Education Sciences 

Comprehensive, annual, national statistical database of all public elementary and secondary schools and 

school districts in the United States (approximately 100,000 public elementary and secondary schools and 

18,000 public school districts). Data includes three categories of information: general descriptive information 

on schools and school districts; data on students and staff; and fiscal data. Reports and data are available 

since 1997.  

 

Main Website: http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/index.asp  

Child Trends Data Bank  

 

Sponsored by Child Trends, 

nonprofit nonpartisan research 

organization 

Compilation of child and adolescent trend data pulled from a variety of national, state, and local data sources. 

Key indicators are organized by age group (Pregnancy & Birth, Infants & Young Children, Adolescents, and 

Young Adults), Health & Safety (e.g., Depression, Child Maltreatment, Teen Pregnancy), Child Care & 

Education (e.g., Dropout Rates, Reading Proficiency, Absenteeism), and at-risk Behaviors (e.g., Bullying, 

Alcohol and Drugs Use, Volunteering).  

 

Main Website: http://www.childtrendsdatabank.org/?q=node  

Health.Data.gov 

 

Sponsored by US Government 

Provides access a comprehensive catalog of health-related data sets available through the US Government. 

Categories include Coverage & Access; Finances & Cost; Health Care Resources; Medical Research & Science; 

and Population Health.  

 

Main Website: http://www.data.gov/communities/node/81/data_tools  

Health Indicators Warehouse 

 

Sponsored by Department of 

Health and Human Services, and 

Health Resources and Services 

Administration 

Collaboration between the Agencies within the Department of Health and Human Service and CDC’s National 

Center for Health Statistics. National, state, and local level data is organized based on Healthy People 2020 

indicators, County Health Rankings indicators, Community Health Status Indicators (CHSI) indicators, and 

Medicare quality and utilization indicators. 

 

Main website: http://healthindicators.gov/  

National Center for Health 

Statistics 

 

Sponsored by Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Comprehensive source of health-related statistics through Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Data 

sources include: birth and death certificates, medical records, personal interviews, standardized physical 

examinations, and lab tests. Topics addressed are health insurance coverage, prevalence of health conditions, 

risk factors to specific diseases, nutrition and physical activity, injuries and disabilities, leading causes of 

death, emergency department use, growth charts, and practice of medicine in US among healthcare 

providers. 

 

Main Website: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/  
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What Works Clearinghouse 

 

Sponsored by U.S. Department of 

Education's Institute of Education 

Sciences (IES) 

Electronic database of educational programs, practices, or policies showing evidence of effectiveness for 

specific student concerns (e.g., academic achievement, dropout prevention, language development, 

personal/social development). 

 

Main website: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/  

Global Health Observatory Data 

Repository 

 

Sponsored by World Health 

Organization (WHO) 

Provides access to over 50 datasets on priority health topics including mortality and burden of diseases, the 

Millennium Development Goals (child nutrition, child health, maternal and reproductive health, 

immunization, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, neglected diseases, water and sanitation), non communicable 

diseases and risk factors, epidemic-prone diseases, health systems, environmental health, violence and 

injuries, equity among others. Data and reports available since 2000.   

 

Main website: http://apps.who.int/ghodata/  

 

 

 

 

 

  


